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known. In Assam it is as great as 800 inches
—about seventy feet—a year. As the equa-
tor is approached, the extremes of tempera-
ture diminish till at the southern extremity
of the continent they are such as may be ex-
perienced in any tropical country. Among
climatic features are the monsoons of the
Indian Ocean and the eastern seas and the
cyclones or typhoons, which are often very
destructive. See climate; wind.
Vegetable Life. The plants and animals
of northern and western Asia generally re-
semble those of similar latitudes in Europet
differing more in species than in classes. The
principal mountain trees are the pine, larch
and birch; the willow, alder and poplar are
found in lower grounds. In the central
region European species reach as far as the
western and central Himalayas, but are rare
in the eastern. They are here met by Chinese
and Japanese forms. The lower slopes of the
Himalayas are clothed almost exclusively
with tropical forms. Higher up, between
4,000 and 10,000 feet, are found all the types
of trees and plants that belong- to the tem-
perate zone, including extensive forests of
cone bearing trees. The southeastern region
including India, the Eastern peninsula and
China, with the islands, contains a vast va-
riety of plants useful to man and having here
their original habitat, such as sugar-cane,
rice, cotton, indigo, pepper, cinnamon,
cassia, clove, nutmeg, banana, coeoanut,
areca and sago palm, the mango and many
other fruits, with plants producing a vast
number of drugs, besides caoutchouc and
gutta-percha. The forests of India and the
Malay Peninsula contain oak, teak, sal and
other timber woods, besides bamboos, palms
and sandal-wood. The Palmyra palm is
characteristic of southern India, while the
talipot palm flourishes on the western coast
of Hindustan, Ceylon and the Malay Penin-
sula.
The cultivated plants of India and China
include wheat, barley, rice, maize, millet, sor-
ghum, tea, coffee, indigo, cotton, jute, opium
and tobacco. In North China and the Japa-
nese Islands occur large numbers of trees
that shed their leaves annually, such as oaks,
maples, limes, walnuts, poplars and willows*
In Arabia and the warmer valleys of Persia,
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, aromatic
shrubs are abundant Over large parts of
these regions the date-palm flourishes and
affords a valuable article of food. Gum-
 producing acacias are, with the date-palm,
the commonest trees in Arabia.
Animals of Asia. Nearly all the mam-
mals of Europe occur in northern Asia, with
numerous additions. Central Asia is the
native land of the horse, the ass, the ox, the
sheep and the goat. Both varieties of the
camel, the single and the double humped, are
Asiatic. To the inhabitants of Tibet and the
higher plateaus of the Himalayas, the yak is
what the reindeer is to the tribes of the Si-
berian plain, almost their sole wealth and
support. The elephant, of a different species
from that of Africa, is a native of tropical
Asia. The Asiatic lion, which inhabits Ara-
bia, Persia, Asia Minor and some parts of
India, is smaller than the African species.
Bears are found in all parts, the white bear
in the far north, and other species in the more
temperate and tropical parts. The tiger is
the most characteristic of the larger Asiatic
carnivora. Its habitat extends from Armenia
across the entire continent, excepting, how-
ever, the greater portion of Siberia and the
high table-land of Tibet. In southeastern
Asia and the islands the rhinoceros, buffalo,
ox, deer, squirrels and porcupines are found.
In birds, nearly every order is represented.
Among the most interesting forms are the
hornbills, the peacock, the Impey pheasant,
the tragopan, or horned pheasant, and others
of this family. It was from Asia that the
common domestic fowl was introduced into
Europe. The tropical parts of Asia abound
in monkeys, of which the species are numer-
ous. Some are tailed, others, such as the
orang, are tailless, but none has a grasping
tail like that of the American monkey. In
the Malay Archipelago the animals which
bear their young in an external pouch, so
characteristic of Australia, first occur in the
Moluccas and Celebes, while various mam-
mals common in the western part of the
Archipelago are absent A similar transition
toward the Australian type takes place in the
species of birds. Of marine mammals the
dugong is peculiar to the Indian Ocean; in
the Ganges is found a peculiar species of
dolphin. At the head of the reptiles stands
the Gangetie crocodile, frequenting the
Ganges and other large rivers. Among the
serpents is the cobra de capello, one of the
most deadly snakes in existence, and there
are also large boas and pythons, besides sea
and fresh-water snakes. The seas and rivers
produce a great variety of fish.

